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30
th

 June 2011, Seoul, South Korea- Several months after the Fukushima 

nuclear disaster, we are beginning to get a sense of the likely long-term impacts. 

 

Radiation has spread across much of the northern hemisphere and parts of the 

southern hemisphere. Japan's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency estimates 

the radioactive release at 770,000 terabecquerels in the first week of the crisis. 

Total radiation releases will probably fall somewhere between 10−40% of those 

from the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. Radiation releases have not been stopped and 

will continue for some months. 

 

The long-term cancer death toll will probably be somewhere between several 

hundred and several thousand. For comparison, a reasonable estimate of the 

Chernobyl death toll is 30,000. 

 

Allowable radiation dose limits in Japan have been thrown out the window, both 

for emergency workers and for the general public. 

 

Estimates of the economic costs of the disaster range from $50 billion to $130 

billion − but it wouldn't be surprising if the true costs are considerably greater. 

 

Between 100,000 and 150,000 people cannot return to their homes because of 

radioactive contamination. Some may be able to return before the end of this 

year but permanent relocation is a likely outcome for those who lived in the 

most contaminated regions. Legal and political battles will take decades to play 

out. 

 

Globally, the nuclear power 'renaissance' has taken a big hit. Germany, Italy and 

Switzerland have decided to abandon nuclear power in favour of renewable 

energy sources. Plans to introduce or expand nuclear power in many other 

countries have taken a big backwards step. 

 

Nuclear power has no part in building a climate-friendly and sustainable future.  

 

A large and growing number of scientific studies have detailed the wide range 

of energy supply and energy efficiency options that can be deployed to meet 

energy demand while sharply reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 



 

The claim that nuclear power is a necessary or desirable part of the fight against 

climate change must be rejected. Nuclear power is at most a very partial and 

problematic response and presents unresolved and unacceptable problems.  

 

Uranium is the first link in the toxic nuclear fuel chain, and is the primary 

source of radioactive materials used in nuclear reactors and nuclear weapons. 

Many uranium mines have had serious adverse impacts on the environment and 

the communities that live near them. 

 

Nuclear power plants around the world have already experienced many 

problems caused by phenomena which are likely to become more frequent and 

more severe as a result of climate change − as seen in Japan. The nuclear 

industry has been very slow to address these problems. Meanwhile the nuclear 

power industry continues to survive because of huge taxpayer subsidies. 

 

Hazardous radioactive wastes are generated at every stage of the nuclear fuel 

cycle. There is not a single permanent repository for spent fuel or high-level 

nuclear waste anywhere in the world. 

 

In addition to the risk of accidents, nuclear power reactors are vulnerable to 

disasters from sabotage, terrorism, or the use of conventional forces to attack 

nuclear facilities during war. 

 

Nuclear power is the one and only energy source with a direct and repeatedly-

demonstrated connection to the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

Doubling nuclear output by the middle of the century would require the 

construction of 800-900 reactors to replace most of the existing cohort of 

reactors and to build as many again. These reactors would produce over one 

million tonnes of nuclear waste (in the form of spent fuel) containing enough 

plutonium to build over one million nuclear weapons. 

 

These are some of the very clear reasons why we MUST reject the nuclear 

industry. 

 

A clean energy future, based primarily on renewable energy and energy 

efficiency and conservation measures, is viable, safe and affordable. 

 

Friends of the Earth Asia Pacific is calling for Government's in our region like 

Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Australia to transition into nuclear free 

societies.  

 

Friends of the Earth Asia Pacific region will pursue a nuclear free world as 

a region and in our individual countries.  

 

We urge the citizens of Asian Pacific region to join us in taking action to 

build a nuclear free world.  


